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Use the chat box to introduce yourselves. Let us know:
 Your first name
 What you teach
 Where you’re joining us from. If known, include  

your land acknowledgement. 

EXAMPLE:

Mark Finchum, Chair of Indigenous Education Community for NCSS 

from Jefferson City, TN; traditional homeland of the Cherokee.



Today’s Agenda
• Introductions and Overview 
• Message from Joy Harjo
• Teacher toolkit
• Poem by Duane Niatum
• Discussion with teachers Joel Garza 

and Mark Finchum
• Q &A
• Next Steps



Living Nations, Living Words
Welcome from Joy Harjo
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Advisory Committee Educators include members from 

• National Council of Teachers of English

• National Council for the Social Studies

• National Indian Education Association
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Teacher Toolkit

• May 2021 - Draft Review by Advisory Committee

• Summer 2021  - Beta Review ** Get involved

• Fall 2021 - Beta Launch
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Teacher Toolkit Will Include:
• Instructional approaches for using LNLW with students:

• possible entry points and activity ideas for classroom use, across the 
curriculum and grade levels

• Resources for students and teachers to gain further context 
to enhance understanding of the project, such as:

• Joy Harjo’s own definitions of the project’s main themes and 
touchpoints – place, displacement, visibility, persistence, 
resistance, and acknowledgement

• Selected additional resources for further learning
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• Visibility 

• Persistence

• Resistance 

• Acknowledgement

• Place

• Displacement





Duane Niatum



Sentence Stem:

I am the grandchild of a wo/man who_____________.



Living Nations, Living Words Teacher Toolkit
As defined by U.S. Poet Laureate, Joy Harjo

Embargoed until 09/01/2021

Place:
We all emerge from a place. Everyone does, whether you are a mineral, plant, animal, or winds. Our identity 
springs from place. Indigenous peoples of a land are deeply rooted. We are taught not to forget where we came 
from, and to know that we are related to the plants, elements and animals, to the very land itself of that place. 
Our languages, ideas, and bodies are shaped, fed and given meaning by place.

Displacement:
Native nations peoples have been uprooted by wars, massacres, unjust laws, greed for oil, uranium, gold and 
other resources, imposition of programs meant to assimilate us, to make us forget who we are and where we 
come from, usually for acquisition of property, children or our souls.



Thank you! 

Questions? Post them in the chat box!



Next Steps:

 Take our survey and sign up to review beta review of toolkit 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LOC_LNLW

 Sign up for next month’s webinar on Audio Recordings of 
Poetry and Literature from the Library of Congress at 
https://ncte.org/events/opportunity-library-congress/

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LOC_LNLW
https://ncte.org/events/opportunity-library-congress/
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